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Each year, readers weigh in on their favorite American cities, big and small, and it’s always exciting to witness

which trending locales can rise to the top and compete with the old stalwarts. As the world has begun to reopen, the

results of our 34th annual Readers’ Choice Awards survey reflect the kinds of places you longed to visit when you

couldn’t travel and the ones you returned to first once you could. Over 800,000 of you filled out our survey, and

while we’re always curious about where you’ve been and where you’re going, we’re especially excited to learn about

the truly memorable cities that sparked your imagination and stayed with you when your next trip seemed out of

reach. Here are the cities you loved most this year. 

Good things come in small packages, and nowhere is that more evident than in these 10 dynamic, reader-favorite 
cities. Whether you're on the lookout for a cutting-edge arts scene, inventive new restaurants, or eye-catching 
architecture, you're bound to find what you're after.

8. Savannah, Georgia
Mossy, moody Savannah has no shortage of 'grammable views. Start with a walk along its cobblestoned historic 
district past horse-drawn carriages, ornate architecture, and supposedly haunted buildings, or find shade under live 
oak trees drooping with Spanish moss. Book in advance to nab a room at the Gastonian, a historic bed and breakfast 
just two blocks from 30-acre Forsyth Park. And for a fantastic dining experience, go to The Grey, an elegantly 
reborn former Greyhound Bus depot, where James Beard Award–winning chef Mashama Bailey serves elevated 
takes on Southern classics, like foie gras and grits and tempura-fried catfish.

5. Greenville, South Carolina
Want to get in on a secret? Plan a trip to Greenville now and you might see it just on the cusp of stardom. The food

lover’s town has a farm-to-table scene that continues to rise in the ranks (try Jianna for Italian and freshly shucked 
oysters, and Vault & Vator, the city's first speakeasy, for a strong, well-crafted cocktail), and its craft beer scene is 
seeing a similar explosion. Paired with its dynamic urban spaces are abundant natural resources, including 32-acre 
Falls Park, which runs through the middle of town, and the Swamp Rabbit bike trail—now at a whopping 22 miles 
and counting.

Chris Council; Emily Chaplin

1. Aspen

After a year that found many of us escaping to the great outdoors, it’s no surprise that Aspen tops this year’s list. It’s

home to some of the best ski slopes in the United States—and some of the best resorts, too. The Little Nell is a

popular choice for ski-in-ski-out; you can also stay at The St. Regis Aspen Resort, only a three-minute walk from the

base of Aspen Mountain. If you’re more about the “après” than the “ski,” head to Meat and Cheese for the best

charcuterie in town, or make a reservation at Matsuhisa Aspen, where chef Nobu Matsuhisa fuses Japanese cuisine

and Peruvian ingredients. And if you've discounted the city as a summer destination, don’t: there's plenty to do here

when it warms up, like hiking the Grottos Trail just east of town, or checking out the revolving contemporary art

collection at the Aspen Art Museum.

Sure, you’ll find some familiar names on this list of the best big cities in the U.S., but go beyond what you might

expect—even revisit some old favorites—and you’ll find some surprising gems.
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10. Nashville

A southern city with a small-town feel, you might find that a weekend isn’t enough to get all you can out of

Nashville. Music City is known for its legendary honky tonks on Lower Broadway, but be sure to take time away

from the buzz of the strip to explore the city’s shops and restaurants. You’ve likely heard of Prince’s Hot Chicken

Shack, but you’ll also want to check out Arnold’s Country Kitchen, a classic “meat and three” cafeteria with a James

Beard Award. Stop into Hatch Show Print, which has been creating show posters for Nashville’s biggest venues for

more than 140 years, to check out their vintage letterpress machinery and take home a piece of Nashville history.
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9. Honolulu

The gateway for many to the Aloha State, Honolulu is Hawaii’s largest city and capital. Stay at one of the city’s

classic hotels, including Halekulani or the Lotus Honolulu at Diamond Head, and be sure to make a dinner

reservation at Miro Kaimuki, named one of the best new restaurants in the world. Off the beach, the wide, paved

Makapu’u Point Lighthouse Trail offers an accessible hiking option, as well as excellent potential for whale

watching in the winter and early spring. Spend an afternoon at the Bishop Museum, a wonderful resource to gain

insight into Hawaiian culture and history, with interactive exhibits that will keep the whole family interested. Its

Hawaiian Hall provided design inspiration for Aulani, A Disney Resort & Spa on Oahu’s leeward coast—an

excellent spot for families looking to stay outside the bustle of Honolulu.
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8. Portland, Oregon

The ideal destination for an outdoor adventure, Portland has it all—from Forest Park, one of the largest urban green

spaces in the country, to the International Rose Test Garden, where you can marvel at more than 10,000 bushes in

full bloom during the season’s peak in June. The Hoxton, Portland is the perfect home base for exploring, just blocks

from the Lan Su Chinese Garden and the stylish Pearl District. Get the lay of the land with Pedal Bike Tours, which

offers beginner-level routes perfect for all riders, or lose yourself in the stacks at Powell’s, the world’s largest indie

bookstore. 
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7. San Diego

Several years ago, travelers headed to San Diego might have wondered what they would do in the city, besides

hitting the beaches. No longer. With a recent string of hot hotel openings (like the Guild and the Carté) and a legit

food scene that offers up some of the best Mexican dishes and seafood platters you'll ever taste, San Diego has

officially stepped out from the shadow of its big sister to the north, earning world-class destination status that goes

well beyond the waves. Come for the sunshine, sure; but stay for everything else.

2. Charleston, South Carolina
Charleston may be a small town, but this city punches well above its weight. When you consider everything it has to 
offer—history, culture, food, charm—it’s no wonder the so-called Holy City has made our list of the best small cities 
in the U.S. for ten years running. While its robust F&B scene, which includes a steady annual circuit of nationally 
recognized food and culture festivals, continues to be a draw, visitors are rarely prepared for the city's good looks. 
Stately homes, cobblestone streets, waterfront views, and an abundance of flowering window boxes only add to its 
welcoming vibe. Find a seat among its many outdoor terraces for a drink and some fresh oysters (we recommend 
hitting the Ordinary), and try to resist the urge to up and move here.
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READERS' CHOICE AWARDS

Top 20 Resorts in The South: Readers' Choice
Awards 2021

Condé Nast Traveler readers rate their top resorts in The American South, from Appalachia to the Low Country.

October 5, 2021

Ranking

#1
Score

97.86

Montage Palmetto Bluff

Bluffton, United States

Ranking

#5
Score

95.51

Primland

Meadows of Dan, United States

Powered By: Skylark

Ranking

#7
Score

94.94
Greystone Inn
Lake Toxaway, United States

Ranking

#8
Score

94.53
Blackberry Mountain

Powered By: Expedia

Ranking

#9
Score

94.5
Pinehurst Resort
Pinehurst, United States

Ranking

#10
Score

94.36

The Lodge at Sea Island

Sea Island, United States
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Ranking

#11
Score

94.03
The Swag
Waynesville, United States

Ranking

#12
Score

93.72

Under Canvas Great Smoky Mountains
Pigeon Forge, United States

Powered By: Expedia.com

Ranking

#13
Score

93.65
Barnsley Resort
Adairsville, United States
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Ranking

#14
Score

93.28
Palmetto Dunes Oceanfront Resort
Hilton Head Island, United States

Ranking

#15
Score

92.39
Omni Hilton Head Oceanfront Resort
Hilton Head Island, United States
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Ranking

#16
Score

92.27
The Greenbrier
White Sulphur Springs, United States

Ranking

#17
Score

89.33
Colonial Houses
Williamsburg, United States

Ranking

#18
Score

87.33
The Omni Grove Park Inn
Asheville, United States
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Ranking

#19
Score

86.74
The Inn & Club at Harbour Town
Hilton Head Island, United States
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Ranking

#20
Score

86.13
The Omni Homestead Resort
Hot Springs, United States

Powered By: Expedia
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United States

Ranking

#6
Score

95.27

The Sanctuary Hotel at Kiawah Island
Kiawah Island, United States
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INSPIRATION

Top Islands: Readers' Choice Awards 2021
Condé Nast Traveler readers rank the top islands in the world, from Indonesia to the United States.

October 5, 2021

United States

1. Hilton Head Island, S.C. 94.26

2. Kiawah Island, S.C. 94.04

3. Lanai, Hawaii 93.44

4. Maui, Hawaii 92.42

5. Oahu, Hawaii 91.85

6. Mackinac Island, Mich. 91.69

7. Kauai, Hawaii 91.67

8. Big Island, Hawaii 91.58

9. Marco Island, Fla. 91.28

10. Key West, Fla. 89.98

11. Sanibel Island & Captiva Island, Fla. 89.65

12. Nantucket, Mass. 89.28

13. Block Island, R.I. 87.31

14. Florida Keys, Fla. 85.33

15. San Juan Islands, Wash. 82.8

The Caribbean & The Atlantic
1. St. Barts 94.29

2. Nevis 94.27

3. Anguilla 94.24

4. Jamaica 93.33

5. Antigua 93.21

6. Cayman Islands 92.73

7. Aruba, Bonaire & Curaçao (Dutch Leeward Antilles) 92.37

8. Puerto Rico 92.32

9. St. Lucia 91.91

10. United States Virgin Islands 91.73

11. British Virgin Islands 91.47

12. Turks and Caicos 91.38

13. Bermuda 91.16

14. St. Martin 91.05

15. Barbados 91.02

16. St. Maarten 91.01

17. Dominica 90.69

18. The Bahamas 89.98

19. St. Kitts 89.90

20. Grenada 89.73

Asia
1. Siargao, Philippines 97.77

2. Raja Ampat Islands, Indonesia 97.67

3. Palawan, Philippines 97.54

4. Bali, Indonesia 94.37

5. Sri Lanka 94.32

6. Langkawi, Malaysia 93.96

7. Koh Samui, Thailand 93.33

8. Boracay, Philippines 93.26

9. Phi Phi Islands, Thailand 91.83

10. Phuket, Thailand 89.79

Australia & The South Pacific
1. Bora Bora, French Polynesia 93.85

2. Tahiti, French Polynesia 92.52

3. Fiji, 92.35

4. Waiheke Island, New Zealand 90.30

5. Moorea, French Polynesia 90.04

Africa & The Indian Ocean
1. Bazaruto Archipelago, Mozambique 98.20

2. Zanzibar, Tanzania 95.19

3. Seychelles 94.71

4. Maldives 94.40

5. Mauritius 94.25

Central & South America
1. Islas Secas, Panama 95.22

2. Galapagos Islands, Ecuador 94.56

3. Ambergris Caye, Belize 92.94

4. Roatán, Honduras 90.22

5. San Andrés and Providencia, Colombia 88.67

Rest of North America
1. Cape Breton, Canada 97.97

2. Prince Edward Island, Canada 95.68

3. Isla Holbox, Mexico 91.10

4. Isla Mujeres, Mexico 90.68

5. Vancouver Island, Canada 89.83
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